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OF THE 


medicine called. 
- Mithridatium, declaring * 
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the firſte beginninge, the 
temperament, the noble 


vertue sand the true 
vſe of the ſame: 


Compiled ra- 
ther for * which are 
to vſe it, then for 
the learned. 
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OF THE MEDICINE 
called Alithridatium. 


„Te doe read in 5 Ro- 
* r FE maine hiſtoꝛies, that 
30. 1 7 4 MNichridates a Put 
WN. 47 El ſante king of Pontus 
e Biclunia, fog cau- 
; 4 = ling all ÿ Romaines 
in Alia to bee ſlaine, 
and the Procontul 
Oppius ta bee caſt in 

pꝛiſon, was aſſaulted by Silla, diſcomiited by 
Lucullus, and laſtly btterly vanquiſhed by 
Pompey the great: and when this valiaunte 
king perceiued himſelfe to be ouercome, and 
that he was to be taken of his encmics: ſirſt 
he deſtroyde his wpfe e daughters with poy- 
ſon, and then tooke the ſame poyſon, deſiring 
rather ſotodye, then as acaptiuetofal into þ 
hands of his enemyes : But hauing dꝛonken 
much of the poyſan, could not dye therewiths. 
and then cauſed his ſeruant Biſtocusa french⸗ 
man (as it is mitten) to kill bun with a 
ſwoꝛd. Such was the magnammiry of this 
mighty king to eſcape the hands ot the Ro» 
maines, þ he might not bee caried to Rome, 
22 A i. and 
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_ and incaptinemancr be chewed in triumpb. 

+ Foxthisnobleking was not only valiance in 

4 warte, but alſo in phiſitall matters very er⸗ 

Pert,hadthe knomiedg of many hearbes, and 
making tryall of ſundzy ſimples that doe te 
ſilt yoyſon in men condemned to dye. as Galen 
wmiteth-in his ſtrſt booke de Antidotis, and 

ming ſume to remedyÿ poyſon of Spiders, 
ome of Scozpions,ſome to doe good againſt 
the-byting of Uipers, others of mad Dogs,s 
manyto rentedy the poiſon ot hearbes,and ſo 
ſundzy others to help the venime of ſundyp 
poiſans: he endeuoured to make a mixture 
ol . 5 — a 

| readyremedyagainſt all kindes of poiſon, # 
— hike Michri- 
datium: wherein he was nothing 


E —— 
dene confirmed, Fox after thas Fompe) the 
great had cõquered this 
maze in his Cloſets, amongſt ſundzy Juels, 
many ſecret medicines ta — — 
ſons, and to cure other internall diſeaſes, 
were founde: where alſo was the deſcription 
this medicine, And albeit Pompey, as a 
rtiall man, had. greateſt care of other 
ers, pet aduertiſed what goodnes mighe 
cb ſuch ſecret medicines, commaunden 
ius Lineus his libertine , well 
re in ſciences, to conuert all thoſe 'medi- 
tines wzitten in the Ponrike congue, into la« 
tine. And it doth appeare by the hiſto2y,that 
many volumes of phiſicall maters were there 
founde, which peruſed and conſidered of by 
Alclepiades, in thoſe dayes a famous phiſiti 
an in Rome, werte by him commended, and at 
his petition tranſlated into latine, whereof 
Pliny wiiteth in his 25. booke, Of ls _ 
excellenc medicines lefe by Mithridae 


A diſconrſe 


In trueth a man may tufkly blame the [1ſfos 
ryographers, which in veſcribing the noble 


actes of Pompey the great, doe ſo flenderly 
paſſe ouer this bu his facte,in tranſlating of this 
medicine experienced ot this noble king. Foꝛ 
m my iudgemt̃t things iuſtly weighed, none 
bl all Pompeyes valiante feates of armes, no 
not the royall triumph made at Rome to de⸗ 
tlare the victoꝛp in cõquering king Mithri- 
dares, hath fo largely aduaunced his name, 

as the making knowen to the wozld of this 
medicine. Fo2 the pꝛoſit of þ bictoꝛy came on- 
Iy to Rome, and the triumph and pꝛaiſe fo? þ 
fame done at þ time in Rome: But the pyofic 
ot this medicine hath bene by his meanes im» 
parced to p̊ whole woꝛld, & the cõmendation 
and pꝛaiſe foꝛ the ſame. is iuftlyco be peelded 
from all the wozld in all ages and times: So 
that as all the woꝛld is greater then Rome, 
all times moze chen one age, fo doubtleſſe 
moze renomme is due vnto Pompey fo? di 
uulging ol this medicine,chen#p the c conques 
ring of this king, oz by the triumph fo2 the 
lame. Although in the Emperoure Nero ht 
time, ſucceeded a learned phiſition called An- 
dromachus, who to — me⸗ 
— adding to the de⸗ 
* ol Mithridarium the fleſh of Ni · 
pers 


r tre itt. Dt a. a x c<vS Ow mW ea 7. 


well baue bene belieued. And had not this 


/ Mithridatim. _ © 


pers, and ſome other ſimples, which meri⸗ 
cine he called Theriaca, ot the Greeke woꝛde 
6ug10p, which doth {ignifie a wilde and venes 
mous beaſt, whereof the Uiper is one. Yee 


this ought not to imbaſe any pꝛaiſe due ta 
Mirhridates fot of Mithrida- 


tium. Fo all men doe know that it is eaſier 
to adde to a thing done, chen to linde out che 
ſame, and greateſt praiſe is to be gruen ta the 
firſt inuentoz. So that the diſhonour pᷣ came 
to Michridates by Pompey his victozp was 
not ſo great ee 16th ee 

fo2 the inuenting and compounding of —2 2 
thridattum, And his calamity to be ouer⸗ 
thowen is greatly eaſied, his ignomy to be 
tõquerev after a ſoꝛte apuaunced, that by the 
ſame this medicine was diuulged, which 
happely would not haue bene perfozmed, at 
p leaſt ſo generally , had he dyed otherwayes, 
and not bene by Pompey ouercommed, Foz 
had not Michridates inhimfelfe appꝛooued 
the excellencyof the medicine, pur poling es 
haue killed him ſelfe rather then to come in« 
to the handes al the Romaines, ſurely the no« 
table vertues of the medicine would not fo 


n eſtate made trial 
| belieued 


A. diſcourſe + 
that a mans a by any meanes be 


one in ſo deſperate a caſe, would attempt to 
take ſtrong poiſon vpon the credit of any me · 
dicine $ Great-good therefoze to the whole 
wozld this oterthzowe of Michridates div 
erde: And great renoume thereby came, 
not to che conqueroure onely, but to the con- 

0 the one fo2 inuenting, to the other 
be of ſa great a medicine, which 
theſe two thouſand peares hath bene of all 
men in all ages had in great cſtimation, not 
in Ponrus onelp #Bithinia, Greece adioy⸗ 
ning tothe ſame, but in all other nations and 
councryes where any learning is, commen« 
det by all wiicers, Greeians, Arabians, and 
Latiniſts. Aud what greater aſſurance can 
there be ol the notable vertues ol this medi · 
cine, thenthe confirmation ofthe ſame from 
Mathridates to this our time, then that all 
philitionsof che woꝛld in all ages, tunes, and 
places, in Greece, in Arabia, in Italia, in all 


bzought lo ſtrongiy to reſiſt poiſan cho but 


FSS Srr green. 


a a eos 0 gon ry 
pounding of thele medicines. Doubtles hav 
not experience confirmed their excellent qua- 
lyties, the eſtimation would not haue ſo ma⸗ 
ny yeares continued: but longe befoze this 
our age, would haue bene diminiſhed,and by 
this time came to nothing. Great thereloꝛe 
are theſe medicines, and in a heigh degree ta 
be eſtermed . Aus albeit great pꝛayſe and cds: 
mendat ion is due to both niedicines (I mtane 
Michridatium and Theriacle) pet 
praiſe is to be geuen ta Micht idatium. Firſt 
becauſe of his antiquytie, which was of Nli⸗ 
thridates inuented, g; appʒoued many yeares 
befoze Theriacle mas compounden. Foz long 
after Mithridates was ouerth2owen, Andro- 
machus philition to Nero þ Emperour,# be. 
ry. expert in cõfecting of mcdicines ) as Ga. 
— in his firit -=_ de i IRS. 
x. ora chaunged ſome ofthe ſimples, 
io tatrientomai heme 
that alter to medicine moꝛt 
force ft poiſon. In 
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A diſconrſe 
pers to che compolition of Michridatium, 
and leaning out ſome ſimples vſedof Michri⸗ 
dates, added others, in number moe,and(as 
hechought)of greater power againſt popſon. 
Whereby it may reaſenablybce gathered, þ 
Andromachusnot fully ſatiſfied with the cõ⸗ 
poſition ſet downe by Mithridates,ſuppoſing 
 Comedefect in it, by that his alteration, ende⸗ 
uoured to make an other medicine in all de⸗ 
grees mo2c perſite, in which no want might 
be lound, and ſo he addꝛeſſed the ſame, and cal⸗ 
led it Theriaca. Mherebv no doubt ſome 

od time after, Mithridatium was leſſe e · 
— the credit thereol much imbaſed, 
vacill time by lounge experiente had ſuffictent- 
Ip veelared, wherein Theriacle doth extell 
Michridatium, and in what popnts Mithri- 
dati is not onely not inferiour to Theriacle, 
duc of moꝛe efficacythen it. 

Do Galen in his firſt booke de Artidot. 
miteth. Becauſe of the fleſh of Vipers in The- 
riacle, rr is much better inthe byting of the V. 
per then Mithridatium:Bat in all other effedts, 
Theriacſe can not onely not doe more then Mi- 
thridatium, hut t inferiour. The ſamt Galen 
in . de Antidor. wpitech in like ſoꝛte. v h, 


m fer # ts ſtronger againſt * 


”m 


ſons 


, Mitbridatiam. 

ſons then Theriacle, though this, be better s 
gainſt the byting of the Viper, Whereby we 
may gather where A 9 

ring to make a moze perfit medicine, then $ 
lefte of Mithridates, did in ſome part accom- 
plich his purpoſe, leauing a medicine excels 
ling the other in one particular thing, but not 
of like efficacy generally. It happener theres 
fore in this caſe ( it a man may compare na⸗ 
tures actions to arte) as in þ framing ot mã, 
who doth in all act ions exceede all creatures, 
yet not ſo generally, but þ in ſome one action 
ſome one beaſt doth excel man, as we reade þ 
the Egle hath perficer ſighte then man, the 
Dogge doth paſſe man in ſmelling, the Ape 
in agility, the Tiger inſwiftneſſe,But whos 
ſoeucr will with reaſon conferre all actions; 
be ſhall find in all together, that man paſſech 
all creatures, for ſuch is his conſtitution any 
temperature, that moe and perfiter actions 
doe pꝛoceede from man the any one creature. 
Do it came to palle, that A ndromachus in- 
deuozing to make a medicine of greater pers 
fection then Michridatium, obtayned that in 
one thing his medicine excelled, but in many 
other was inferiour to Michridatium, Foza 
man may gather the vertues of theſe two me · 
dicines, at large diſplaied in Galens wozkes, 


S 
3» + 


* * — 
4 7 ITS Ty + fs 5 \ S 
3 2 ns F Y ans 1 
3 
5 


o 4 q 
1 
4 
— 
1 
5 1 4 
— 43 
5 
5 5 
* o * 


into thiee ners. Firl = 33 
againſt the byting and ſtinging of venemous 
beaſtes, be they @erpentes,Dcozpions,mad 
Dogges, q others. Secondly they ſerue to 
cure all kinde of poyſons taken into the body, 
Thirdly co remedy other inwarde diſcaſes, 
Non it is certaine, and long experience hath 
confirmed , that both thele medicines haue 
ſtrong and migbty vertuesto remedy al chꝛee 
kindes of effectes ; yet no doubt one ot them 
is in ſome effectes of mozc power then the o⸗ 
ther. As Galen whiteth- that Theriacle fo ; 
byting of Uipers, is ſtonger then Mithrida- 
tium: In other it doth exceede Theriacle. 
So we map iuſtiy conclude wich Galen, that 
againſt been of beaſtes, The- 
moze fozce ; But foz mward poi: 
| 99 inward diſcaſes,trulp Mithridatium 
is of mozemight. Tiherekoze albeit both me · 
dicines are noble, ꝶ greatly to be deſired, yet 
Michridatium is to be accomptey of greater 
pꝛice, as bauing moꝛe generally ſtronget vers 
eues,audſeruing to moe purpoſes. 
Andit may be obiected, that in Theriacle c6- 
piled by Andromachus ate manyſimples ad · 
n 
kindes w, and happe Toy 


of Mithridatium, 
left out by Andromachus in his Theriacle; 
{hereby it may be coniectured, that Andra- 
machus making choyſe of the ſimples; ſelet· 
ted ſuch as were of greateſt foxce to remedy 
poilons, ę omitted the weaker. adding in their 
place, ſome other of moze ſtrẽgth:ſo it is pꝛo⸗ 
bable, p Theriacle fo compiled, is of greater 
mygbt in all kinde of poyſons . But Galen in 
his woꝛkes declareth, that experience in bis 
time did ſhewe the contrary , and reaſon con- 
firmerh the ſame. Foz let the ſimples in The- 
riacle be in number moe, and in qualytie of 
greater efficacy, pet it muſt be remenibzed, 
that it is certayn, that when in compoſttions 
ſome one ſimple is ſet as the baſe and ground 
ol that medicine, that that ſimple doth dꝛawe 
the fozce and ſtrength of all ß reſt to bis pꝛo⸗ 
perty and action, and ſoeuerp ſuch compound 
is ſpecially good in that en tinge fo which 
it was deuiſid , Now when Andromachus 
did make the fleſh of vipers as the baſe any 
— * or bis Theriacle, it foloweth that the 
e 
tues ; 

2, that Come men may mr 


ue. 


dipers, to exercyſe their fozce ſtrongly the rin, 
they haue the leſſe power to remedy other poi 
ſons , When no ſuch thinge was intended in 
the compoſitian of Mithridatium, it is a- 
greable to rcaſon that che ſimples in it eue- 
xp one retayneth his owne power and pꝛo- 
perty, and ſo one ſuch quality oꝛ fozme doch 
reſulte by the myxtute, of great ſtrength a. 
ggatnſt all popſons. Pozeouer it is certapne 
that in the compoſition of Michridatium, art 
fewer limples in number then are in the con⸗ 
fection of Theriacle , then itfollowech. that 
when like quantity of both is taken, as fo} e⸗ 
xample, 3, ſurely a greater. pozttd ofeuery 
one ſimple is taken in Mithridatium, and 
leſſer in Theriacle, the leſſer quantity muſt 
needes haue leſſer ſtrength in remedyinge o⸗ 
ther popſons, ſaue that, to the which the bale 
B2 grounde doth call them. So it remapneth 
me that Galen wiitetb, as obletued in his 
time, that Theriacle is in deede better then 
Mithridatium in byringe of vypers and like 
beaſtes, and that Micheidatium exceadeth 
nta the body and inward — Where 
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: 755 r call not be amifſeio this 

4 place, to declare the compo- 

LES ition of thts medicine. And 

Wi ts to be noted, that where 

{LJall uniters doe greatelyc$- 

> mend it, yet cercayne it is, 

that they do not in one ſozte deſcribe the mas 

kinge ofthe ſame. But almoſt cucry anthoze 

hath a ſruerall deſcription, differiuge in the 

number ofthe ſimples , and allo inp pzopox- 

tions any quantities. In time paſt þ Apothes 

caries in making of — —— 
moltche deſcription of Nicolaus Prepo 

of Auicenna, and of Nicolaus M 

ſome of Etius, ſome of Paulus. The fozmer 

deſcriptions contayninge aboue onc hunde 

— 3 —— anraye® 


A diſcourſe | 


buted to Andromachus , as compounded by 
him, of others ſuppoſed the very ſame, which 
was found tn the clolets of kinge Mithrida- 
res, & aftertranſcribed in thewozkes of An. 
dromachus . The ſecond deſcription is alſo 
recyted out of Andromachus bookes,vndcr 
the names of Antipater and Cleophante;. 
be thyꝛd is referred to Damocrates: It doth 
not — any thing witten by Galen, 
which of theſe thꝛee compoſitions is beſt co be 
folowed. And ſa ofþ learned menofour time, 
 fomehath vſedthe one, and ſome the other. 
Many doe beſt like of the firſt deſcription at- 
tributed to Andromachus, both foz that An- 
— — entry 
auncient „ was adiudeed very 
— — of medicines, & therc« 
in did farre 3 of his time, 


Rome, it appearcth that he abtapned 
and to conſider , of all the bookes which 
— — were tranſlaten 
3 — 
— roan en 


of Mrd abr 


— I that which canis 
under the name ol Mithridatium, woulde 

allo inuent an other vnder the ſame name. 
But it is very pꝛabable that Andromachus 
with diligence peruſinge the recept of Mi- 
thridatium,vſev of Mithridates would lenue 
it in ſuch fozme as Michridates * 
it; and deuiſe an ocher by the ſame, uhich hee 
meant ta make mozeperfites Andromachus 
therefozenot alteringe the veſeription ol Mis 
thridat ium, but ſcauing it in the ſame fozme 
as it was founde, cant cted an other, which he 
called Theriaca. And where we doe reade in p 
2. de Amntid. of Galen, an other recept ſet 
downe vnder the name of Theriaca Mithri- 
daris, with aſſertion that the kinge vſrd the 
lame:petic ſeemeth not to be Mithridatium 
which was kuſtd in the cloſet of that king. Foy 
all wziters doe 3 2 
long alter added to that recep 
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A diſcourſe 


Sy the name of Theriaca Mithridatis, thaib 
ande it in p ſhmples not much differing front 
ca Andromachi, and many things re- 
peatevewyſe in diners clauſes doch argue an 
imperlection:that Galen map be thought in y 
plate tu ſpeake after þ common opinion, wht 
hee affirmecth it to be the ſame which Mi. 

' thridates bled, being in deede farre different 
from that medicine, Wherefoze we map rea: 
ſonably conclude, that the firlt recept tran⸗ 
ſcribed by Galen in 2. de ¶ Autid. out of An- 
dromachus wozkes, is in truth the lelfe ſame 
that Mithridates ed, and in mine opinion, 
inthat reſpect the better to be liked, and the 
rather to be followed. Foz what better aſlu⸗ 
rante tan we haue ot the true and perfect con · 
kection of this medicine, then that which was 
deliuered by Mithridates? and what deſcrt- 
3 8 effects of this 
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of Mithridatiun, 

the king;nivje 4rcomving to erperines thi then 
art, is rather to be folowed then any-other} 
thought moze cunningly addꝛeſled. Neuerthe · 
lelle it is not to be deemed that Kit e Mi- 
thridates was altogether, „ where 
many volumes concerning pbilike were faund 
in his cloſet, #tranſlaced into latine, bꝛd 

to Rome . And it appeareth that he taking 
delight in medicinall matters, had about him 
—.— 'philitions who mighte artificiailp 
diſpence the ſumples in_Micheidatium', And 
Galen-in the ſayd booke 4e Aid. come 
mendeth the diſcription of Michridatium ate 


tributed to Andromathus: whereby it appea- 

teth, that this deſcriptton' ok Michridatium 

ts not avdzeſſev altogether without arte . 1 

which cauſr ß carne ok our time, haue great 

teaſon to pꝛeferre oy eſcription of Mithri- 
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. Spice nardi 
Croci, ciunamomi, & and. 3 vy. 
Zinziberis, S 0b. 5. I 
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of Mebridatiom, 

' Nardi gallice,” \. 
Semin feniculi, 
Nurdi inaicæ, 
Gentiane, 

Mei athamantici, 
Roſarum feccarum, 
Car, Aamo mi 3 Fo. J. . 
e 
Accor, Perici, 
Gummi Acacia, 

Phu pontici. 

Scincl, $-4j. ob. 
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Of Miebridation, 


r:  Nardiceltice,Giami, 
of | Perron pf, Ca 3 2 bY 
be mi genttanæ, Se- & boni pep 
0 minis s feniculi dictani, ders, 
x Foliorum roſarum, 
? xl ari,deori 4 » 
II $ anc, 3. a: 
Fucci glicirrize,”, 
Met 2 thamantici,” 
(Keita, 


Fentrs ſcinci, 
Sem. 85 


E -Tjsof all menofourage cl 
keen audtaken fen arruch, 


| P F baue their vertues; and doe 
their effectes a to the 
nature ofthe ſimples whercof 
they are compotiiided; So it mult nee des fol- 
lawezthac M ichei datium compounded ui ma. 
ny ſimples,hathviuers e ſundyy pꝛopertics, x 
thoſe agrealle to che ingridience. And ether⸗ 
as in Mithridatium are ſimples differing in 
Analtey, ſame hauing power to yeate, ſome 
rto coole, yet the grrateſt number are in 
quality whot and dꝛy . And albeit theſe being 
rontrary,end repugnant, do make alteration 
the one with the other: notwithitanding it 
mult needcs follow, that thoſe reactions not 
being infinite, 2 = laſt o one Ls and quali- 


d whe © followuth: that —— 
| —— power. And as com- 
— —. of fermentation,and 
reactions of the ſimples are 
e 
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fs 


Ipexpece the true actionof medicine 
pounded, as pzocerding from the fame of the 
medicine, which doth reſulte by fermentation 
of ofthe wpking oe ſn Sing che ſimples in compound. 
2 map not loke foꝛ 
the vertues —— tothe compoſition, 
but that ſome one ſimple aboue the reſt may 
tex, chat the compound medicine 
effect qunſwerable co that ſimple, 


Which refp bet, Galen wꝛyteth that 


iy made, doch greately pꝛouoke 
at Opium(that is the ioyce 
| intt; being ot 
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belt. But certaine it is, that after due time of 
working, when the compound is fully rypt, no 
one ſimple doth wozke in it accozding to bis 
owne nature, but by the reactions one ca n⸗ 
mon nature doth reſult, which cannot be ate 
tributed to any one og moe ſimples, but may 
be truely fayd a common nature arpſinge out 
ok all the ingredtence, and from that foꝛme the 
actions ołthe campound do p2oceede, Which 
fozme is to vs not certainely knomen, 5 effects 
are beſt learned by experience. {Uyerfoze it is 
very wylely- wꝛytten ol Joannes de ſanito eA- 
mad in his expoſit in upon the anticovary of 
Nicolaus, that 4" is better ee to vle a me⸗ 
dicine compound exerciſed, then one lately in · 
utted whereof we haue na experience. Foꝛ als 
though we may by dilcourſe of reaſon gather 
That þ compound, as Mithridatium, is whot 
anddzy, becauſe þ ſimples wherof it is made, 
are the moſt part what and 

perience doth confirme thi! ezyeto 
ther qualities of Michridatium and of other 
compounds are not ſo eaſely knawen by any 
eee tefly learned by exs 
BURL Ss — —. 


nenen be rn dba An iden 6 EL. T5 e 


ef Mithridanium, 


ett not learned by methode oz doctrine, but 

chiefly by exper lence, In which reſpect alſo, 

we haue reaſonto retaine the deſcription deli⸗ 

uered by Mithridares,befoze any other, foꝛ 5 

that noble king gaue better pꝛoofe in himſelfe. 

ol the vertues of the medicine , then any other 
þath of it by any other compoſition. _ 


That Mithridatium not fo whote as Theria - 
cle, compoumded after Andromachus de- 
© » ſeription,which is in theſe dayes moſs. 
followed: and that it may more 
eh bee ſed. 
dome learned men of 
our time, by reaſon go 
KN VP about todiſcourſe,and 
WY DLC] Pooue,þ Theriacle is 
7 not in quãtity ſo wbot 
SAWS eMichridatium, g 


at what time neither of theſe medicines is ge⸗ 


gine. Foꝛ although Opium hath ſpecial p20- 


om TEE. (p greaz.loz it hath 
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on is perſite, map take place, Fo? then in derde 
eucry ſimple retapning bis owne vertue, Opi⸗ 
um may remit:e the whot qualities ofthe reſt; 


nerally to be vſed, but foꝛ ſome ſpeciall — 
as Galen to pzouoke ſleepe, doth counſcll nem 
Thetiacle. But after fermentation is perfis 


ted, all the ſimples one altering the other cue ⸗ 


ty one hath qualities ſa bꝛoken, chat not one 
retaynech hisowne nature:then ſurely the cõ⸗ 
mon foʒme reſulting, doth follow the fimples 
which doe beare dominion, and they in both 
theſe medicines are whot and dzp, and þ whot 
and dꝛy ſimples in Theriacle are moe in nums 


um:as may appeare to him that willcompare 
both confections . Whereby it followeth that 
the common quality arp in Theriacle, 
doth heat? — then that in Mithridatium. 

; doth in p20» 


neither hath it any ſuch fozce ſo greately to 
contemper the » as theſe men doe ima · 


pertyaboue other medieines to induce ſlecpe, 
pet his cooling quality (ot many watters)is not 
lo llrong bitter 


nes 


two mevicines newly mave,befoze ftrmkruti⸗ 


ber, and of greater fozce, then in Mithridati- 


— en 
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6f Mit hridatium. 
ſeBtthat many doe ſuppole that it hach a myrt 
nature, conſiſting ot many what partes: ific 
be true that Galen wzpceth in his 5. booke of 
ſimples, that all bittex thinges are whot, and 
being certaine þ Opium vothſtupcfy, ſtrong 
ly cauſe ſleepe, it is ot ſome taferred þ that pa- 
wer doth rather pzoceede of a pꝛoperty ofſub« 
launce, then altogether depend of his cooling 
quality. (Uheretoze it is not without reaſon 
alkyzmed by learned men wyyting hereof, that 
Michridatium bath not ſo ſtrongly heate as 
Theriacle: and ＋ doth alſo-confirme 
the ſame. Foz who ſo vleth thele medicines, 
doubles he ſhall finde that Theriacle rightly 
compounded after Andromachus deſcription 
(which is in all this e to bevnderſtood, 
and is in theſe dayes of the Apothccaries moſt 
ade, and ſo ofthe wyler ſo2t in 
(cage vle) doth heate mozethen Mi. 
atiums, which is confeſſed of che wp=- 
_mmentiag vpon the antidotary of Ni. 
ane en. Foz whichceuſ m eg 
menaſtpuned. Foz which cauſe, manx in theſe 
dapes without daunger do bie Mithridatium 
hen neede renuireth. In ſõmer time, whot 
ae range 
a Tpellp to gieue Theriacle 
bochildzen "Pax ſafe theretoze ** ble of 
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Michridatium then ol Theriacle, not onel vi 
reſpect of the heating quality, which ſeemeth 

leſle, e moze gentle in Michridatium: but ab 
ſo inreſpect that a greater quantity of Opiũ 
is in Theriacle, Foz admit that Opium by ker 
mentation ſuſtapneth great alteration, not- 
withſtãding ÿ common fozme of Theriacle ta⸗ 
keth ſome infection ol Opium, p ſome effecte 
declining to his nature, doth allo pꝛoceede, 
and the moꝛe, if that ſtupefying and doꝛmitoꝛy 
power in Opium, doth depend rather ok pꝛo · 
perty of lubſtance, th oł maniteſt cooling quia» 
lity, as fome do argue Fo? the pꝛoperties of 
* ſubſtance in medicines, haue not like alferati- 
on by fermentation, as the manifeſt qualities 
haue by reaction: we may therefoꝛe feare the 
common and often vſe of Theriacle foz þ quan- 
fity of Opium in it. Foplike reaſen,oftenvſe 
ok Theriacle map be ſuſpected, becaule of the 
fleſh of vipers e the bate groũd 
of themedicine. Fon notwithltanding p great 
care of the place, of the time, of the kinde ob · 
1 the viper, ehe 
in pꝛeparing, the care of myxture 
with other things, fo the better coꝛtection ot 
the malignity of Þ beaſt, which hapely might 
remaine in the fleſh: yet a man may doubt of 
kaneerrour cõmitted in ſo daligerous ataſe. 


W And 


of Mutbridatium, 

Andthough all thinges therein bee ryghtely 
done, yet ſome little quality of the nature of v 
beaſt will remapne, that a man may ſuſpect 
often to ble the medicine. And where kings 
Mithridates was expert in philicallmafters, 
it is not to be adiudged buf that he did aſwell 
know the nature of the fleſh of vipers, as hee 
knewe the venime of the beaſt © ſo it is very 
likely that he purpolingto compounde a nie⸗ 
dytine to be often taken fo2 his laſty again 
poiſon, did of purpoſe make it without the 
fleche of vipers, knowing that il he hold haue 
added that, he myght not with like ſafty haue 
daply vſed þ ſame. And what learned men dae 
fo often in theſe dayes counſell Theriacle, as 
do Mithridatium:and we doe in this our time 
with lefſe danger and moze ſecurity, fog the 
meaſels,the male pockes,the wozmes,and fox 
internal diſeaſes inchildzen, geue Michrida- 
tium. then Theriacle. Me may therefoze in 
mine opinion iuſtiy conclude, that Mithrida- 
tium is a medicine moꝛe generally to be vſed, 
t may oftener and with moze lafty be geauen 
then Theriacle. | 


Of the age and keeping of 


«A djeen 


7 where we baue ſufficiently de⸗ 
00 Haares that compounde medi⸗ 
V/A canes mult haue a time of fer · 
LV Smentarid befoze they be bzought 
KLE tov(c:this place requireth that 
we doe declare the tyme, when Michridatium 
is (ufficiencip fermented and come to his per; 
fection. Galen in his bookes de Theriaca doth 
unꝛite exactly of the time of fermentation of 
Theriacle, affirming that it is thzoughly cons 
cocted in xii yeares, not denying but p it hath 
concoction inſhozter time, as in . and in 7. 
peares, ſu that we are to iudge that Theriacle 
is not ſufficiently ripe to bee vſed before fine 
peares, and in / peares is better digeſted,# in 
xij peares hath his full fermentation, and per; 
fect concoctiũ. Net Ætius and Paulus Egine- 
ta doe meaſure the conepction of Theriacle in 
ſhozter time, Foz Ætiq; ſayth that Theriacle 
is fermented in xij and that it may 
be vſed after one moneth in ſome caſes, and ſo 
affirmeth that it endureth co thirty peares. 
TUbere Paulus appointeth þ age of Theriacle 
to be twenty peares therein he doth not great 
pe differ from Etius :fo2 hee making the 
terme ok Theriacle to be zo ytares, voth alſo 
ap that then it is gaod in ligbt diſcaſes „Do 
that by Etius, Theriacle map ve vſed alter xi) 
= moneths; 
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of Miebridatium. 


monet hes, and continueth in good perfectionty 
20. yeates, and after declineth,. chat at 30. pcarts 
it is aged, yet may it be vſed in deſeaſes which 
are not very great. Our later wꝛiters doe ge⸗ 
nerally better allowe of Ætius & Paulus opfe 
nion fo2 the age of Theriacle, then of Galens: 
and ſome ſuppoſe an erronr 02 fault in þ place 
in Galen: and ſo thep doe allirme p Theriacle 
is fully concocted in the ſpace ot xij monethes, 
and then may bee ſold of the Apothecary: and 
that the ſame being well kepte, will continue 
in good ſtrength 20. peares, and after doth des 
cline and ware weaker, and pet may be vſep 
when it is o. ycares olde, but it is then at an 
old man decayed, and weake ol ſtrengch. 

Df Michridatium the fozmer waiters haue 
ſet downe no time of concoction, leauing to a 
wyſe man to deter myne of p, which is witten 
accopdinglp of Theriacle. Fox bytauſe cheſe 
two medicines are confected of many ſimples. 
not greatly differ ing. they haue many things 
tõmon:ſo asp which is of 5 one affirmed, may 
bee applied to the other. Notwithſtanding as 
inthe number g nature ol p ſimples, they doe 
not in all poynts agree: ſo no doubt in ſ age of 
tbele medic mes lome differente is to be allat | 


ted pet ſuch, as a man exerciſed in theſe mat 


ters, map ealeiy ſupplyt . Foz in that Theria- 
5 8 C. cle 
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cle bath in it the fleſh of vipers,and a greatet 
poztion of Opium then is in Michridatium it 
is certaine that Thetiacle requireth a longer 
time ta bis concoction: fo2 the fleſh of vipers 
muſt haue perfect fermentation with the lim 
ples fo2 his cozrection. In like ſoꝛte Opium 
doth alke a long time of fermentation, fo} þ 
cauſe Galen, 1 2. de Method Medend. ſai. h, 
Philonium is not to bee bſed in a peare after 
it is compounded, and that the vle ok it after 
ij.iij.oꝛ iiij veares, is moꝛe without daunger. 
Ahereby hee geueth vs to vnderſtande, that 
medicines which doe receaue Opium, require 
longe time of fermentation: ſo that Theria- 
cle receatting a greater poztion of Opium 
then Mithridatium, ought to haue a larger 
ſpace to be contocted, then it. Now if Theria- 
cle hath his perfection in one peare, ſurely 
Michridatium is thzoughly fermented in ſixe 
monethes; and may be kept in good ſtrength, 
not only as ſome haue wiiten to chꝛee, o four: 
peares, but to x 02 rij yeares: and except we 
thallto fuch time 2o20ge his olde age, . 
will be no pꝛopoꝛtion in p times. Foy if The- 
 riacle being cocted in one peare,doth laſt to 20. 
veares bcfoze it voth waxe olde, ſuerly by the 
Inke pꝛopoztion, Michridatium not well fer- 
. mented under ſix moneches, map iuſtly . 
915 | 7% g 
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of Mithridatium: 
focdtinne in good efficacy to 70402 72prates, 
Andas Thertacle after: ac. pcares wapeth old x 
feeble:[oMithridatium after 0.021 2. 2 
doth decline, that being zor peares old, 

decayed and of litle foxces As we may pʒ i 
bly determine theſe times, ſo there can th no 
tertainty ſer to lt ade vn to the time. Fo? if the 
ſimples be not in good perfection, oꝛ the ſame 
d werly and well accoꝛding to art compoũded, 
oz otherwayes the medicine not well kept: 
then it will ſooner wax old, x lole his ſtrength. 
But as Galen wzitech, to theſe great medi. 
_ great cart muſt be had of the choiloof þ 
s, that they may be had in p rradieſt per- 
| And like diligkte mult be gieuen, that 
he confectioner may in all potntes doe his du 
ty: not in making only, but alſo in keeping's 
medicine. And therefoze pzinces are greatly to 
der commenved, which voe by theyzauthozity 
„ tdar theſe medicines mygbt de well 

Ndered fo2 chat many doe inthele” dayes 
x punto to haue it in their 
dle, it is good to know p it is 
velitis of Mal — fuer, and of 


Theriaclefrom Venice, in veſſols'of ledde, 
wherbyno ſmall daũuger may grow in ſo no: 
ble a medicine, c ſo greatly eſteemed-So wee 
muſt not fill the veſſell co th toppe, as we ſay 
bzime full, but leane ſome reaſonable ſpace, 
fo the mevicine to woꝛke, to exbale, i bꝛeath: 
nn that cauſe, Galen counlapleth to open 
15 ee bega Mithri- 


5 heed tf booke of Ge- 

len de Theriaca ad piſonem, f 
Au bis bookes de Autidat. how 

8 [A diltgently hee labozed to gieue 
e certennotes and rules, how a 
man know the goodnes 

of Theriacley and the lame was perfit z 
and ſo did in thoſe his wozkes ſer downe both 

rules and poofes thereof So carefull in old 
time vn yters were, that wee might de gſſurcy 
_ of the goodnes of theſe noble mebicinessſer- 
5 ſo great — . — | 
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the bad, the lophilticated from v true :o man | 

might allure himſelf of the certaintie ol any 
thing in eſtimation. It is therefoze very ne- 
ceſſary,to hew how men may knom when Mi. 
thridatium is good and perſtte, and when the 
ſame is naught e coꝛrupted. And fo þGalen 
in his fozeſaid bookes, hattʒ labozed co declare 


this in Ther iacle, we will apply cheſamotoþ 


examination ol Mithridatiuto; Fo in the fe 
medicmes haue a oreataffinitiez they dos in 
molk thinges to concur re, that þ tame which is 
ſaid — be applyed to ſᷣ other. Firit 
ther etage in conſiſtence of ſubſtance if Mithrs- 
datium be well and artificially compd unden, 
it ougbt to haue an equality of — 
dzie noꝛ ouer liquide, and mopſte, not to . 
riſe in clots and lumpes, but it muſt be in lab⸗ 
Nance taherent, equall, and ſmooth. In ſmell 
———ů—— —ę— 


— — 2 of any 


eee 


vou may maniftilly diſcern on diſcry 
See — — 
is not well confectev. Therefoze it map nat 
— anyerceſle of vagratefull bicrernes, 
which doth ſometunes happen, when the con 
- feettoner doth either cake honp:onerold, 0; 
bople þ ſame ouermuch. Do it map not ſhew 
to the taſte any ſomenes, wbich happeneth if 
the wyne vled be not weltchoſen, oz not well 
handled in the compounding. 


At ſeemeth that Andromachusinhis The- 


riadehada great care of the colourevfit;any 
Foz that cauſe only (as ſome bo wzſte)did adde 
vitreoll pꝛeparen, to yelde to it an exact black- 
neſſe. But Michridates attending rather the 
Noodnes, then by coloure topleaſeþ 4 
no ſuch care of the coloure, and ſa is thought 
ap vr cre hen hf um to gieue it 
—— ſumples woulde 
ithtidatium tr 
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/ Miebridatium. 


is exertiled in often vewing, taſting, and ſmel⸗ 
ling ol Mithridatium, his ſauoure, coloure, 
taſte will be ſo familiar,chat a man ſhall quick ⸗ 
ly diſcerne the true fromthe mingled, the ſos 
phiſticated from the right compoũded. A man 
therefoze that wil iudge herein, muſt often ſes, 
taſte, and ſmel to Mithridatium, vntil his ſents 
ſes bee thꝛeugbly acquainted with the quali⸗ 


ties ot the medicine, and then bee pallnof bee 


eaſely deteaued. | 

Fox better certainty of theperfection ah 
goodnefle of Theriacle, Galen doth mention 
of certaine experiments to be made foʒ triall 
thereol:as to gieue the ſame to ſuch as haute 
ben either hurt exte rnally by ſome venimous 
beaſte, oz haue taken inwardly ſome poiſon, 
Whereof pzinces haue made trial in cõdem⸗ 
ned perſons, caſting thẽ to * . 
bato. thent ſome ſtrong poyſon, & after 
ling. them totakeof Ti Thirkacle the — 
of a nutte: and exp declared , that 
ſuch as tooke Theriacle eſcaped the venime 
of the popſongand they which tooke it not,dp- 
ed; Which pzoofe experienced inTheriacle, 
may alſo be applied to the triall of Mithrida- 


thridatium is reputed of greater fozce then 


tium, and in that by all auntient wziters Mi- po 


Greer 


Jy made, it muſt; remedy ſuch as haue ta- 
ken poiſon into the body. And becauſe cõmon 
perſons haue nat like opoꝛtunity to make this 
experiment in men cõdemned. as pꝛinces haut: 
cherefoꝛe we may in other beaſts (as in dogs, 
in cokes and hennes, being domeſticallcrea: 


tures) experience the ſame, geuing to theſe 


 bcallsſome poiſon, and after Michridatium: 
and ik the beaſt doe take no harme by the poi- 
ſon, we may be aſſured of the goodneſle of the 
medicine. And 5 like is to be expected, it you 
eue che remedy befoze the poyſon be taken. 
Fu the medicinedothnot onely defend the bo⸗ 
dy from thevenime of the poiſon, alter it is ta. 
Ken;but alſa pꝛeſerue, if ic be ſirſt vſed:as we 
read ofking Michridates. In tihe maner Eti- 
us biddeth vs tu gieue co a daue, to a henne, oꝛ 
to a dogge , the quantity of twa ſtruples of 
Opium, and ſtraigbt after to miniſter to the 
— — — 
Auoze, and u it be good and pure, the be 

thall ſuNlacne no-harme bythe Opium. 

alen peliuexeth as a certaine ſigne of the 
perfect goodnes of Theriacle, tu gieue it to 
one that bath taken a purgatiue medicine. 
Foz (faith be) if it be pertect good, the me- 


Ken: Tt followeth, that if it be good and tru⸗ 
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dien, willnof purge acai ater he taking 


of Theriacle,þ meditint doth his operation, 
purge neuertheleſſe: ſurely then p Theriacle 
is vnperfect, ę not good. Te do not rend this 
ſigne applied to Michridatium: pet I fee no 
cauſe but Þ we may pzoceede in like maner ta 
try p goodnes of it. Fo? it is certaine pno one 
ſimple is in þ cõpoſition of Theriacle (which 
map be ſayd to ſtay Þ wozking of h purgatiue 
medicine) which is not in Mitrhridatiũ. Fox 
where Theriacle doth aboſid with p fleſh of vis 
pers, put as the baſe of the medicine, no wꝛy⸗ 
ter hath attributed to þ parcell any ſuch pꝛo⸗ 
perty, The like may be ſayd, if pou diſcourſe 
thꝛougb all che ſimples added to this conletti · 
on of Theriacle, and not in Mithridatium. 
Chercfoꝛe it ſeemeth moſt agreeable to rea · 
ſon, that the pꝛoperty to ſtay the woꝛking of a 
purgatton, doch pꝛoceede from the common 
forme of Theriacle : am ſo we may with like 
reaſon expect the ſame eſſert in Mithridati - 


then Theriscle: and gur ex wr xperience 4 
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A diſconrſe 
Foz in this our agc,who doth after purgating 
medicines (to bzidle their ouerwozking ) (5 
often gieue Theriacle, as Mithridatium ? 
Wherfoze no doubt we may make triall of ʒ 
perfection and goodnes of Mithridatium, in 
like (ozce as Galen wziteth of Ther iacle, that 
is to ſap, tominifer to one a purgatiue medi 
cine, and after to gieue to the ſame man a rea⸗ 
ſonable quantity of Mich idatium:and if the 
medicine doth not woꝛke accozding to his na. 
ture, ; that his operation be leſſethẽ it ought 
to be, lurely that Mithridatium is very pers 
fect and good. Otherwyſe, if medicine doth 
Proceede in his action to purge, and the ſame 


appeareth not diminiſhed by che raking of 
Miebridatium, then we map greatly doubt of 
the goodnes al the Michridatium. 
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Anden the cus lmiples.auv they which we 


haue are bought from farre coũtryes, long 
tournies,'ome by lãd ſome by ſea.eſpetially ti 
vs in England, whereby they may be thought 
greatly weakned, and to looſe much of their 
frengch and vertues, befoze we haue them. 
Do they conclude, that we cannot by any di · 
ligent meanes, make theſe medicines in that 
perfection as the auncient writers did, and ſd 
we map not ſo exactly ſooke foz the effects of 
theſo medicines pꝛomiſed by the olde writers. 
Mhereto it may bee ſayd, that in parte this 
allegation is true, and in deedeafewe pearcs 
paſt, when this fault was found, it was moze 
truer then now it is. Foz in truth when good 
learning began to ſpꝛing alter barbariſme, 
thẽ in deeve great was þ wit of true ſimples, 
not in theſe two medicines only, but in many o⸗ 
ther moe. But nom in this out time all things 
are calle to a better exammation, and it is cer- 
tain that few ſimples are now lacking, name- 
lyto $ making of Mithridatium: and it is al · 
loruivent þthe'care ofphiſitions and of þ A» 

ſoꝛt) is hoe 


— port þ they doe not only diligen⸗ 
tlppzocure from þ places (wbere the ſimples 
— 


ac 
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had in his time: eſpecially ſuch as are re: 
quiſite ta the making of Michridatium. Fo 


we do rrade what a dooe Galen made to haue 


pure and good Cinnamum, and made it an 
Emperoures wozke to pꝛocure the ſame,and 
in lacke of Cinnamum did ſometimes ſubſti⸗ 
tute double quãtitie ot Caſia.MNhoſoeuer wil 
with diligence examine the ſackes of Canella, 
bought from the new found colicries in grrat 
plcuty in theſe dayes, map eaſely finde the per- 
kect kindes of Cmnamum, agreable to the de⸗ 
— mm — — —— the true Ce. 


——— „Ad who doth nut now perctaue 
———— — — — 


chat the ſame may in thoſe coſitries be gathe 
red out ot conuenient places, in due times and 
ſeaſons. And 5ᷣ help of ſo many and great nani 
Jations into foxrain dominions (moze in theſe 
our dayes vſed, then of lunge time befoze vs) 
doe gieue ſo good opo2tunity to haue true am 
goon ſimꝑles, Fo ſay truly whac J do thinke 
ol this our age, I doe verily belieue that we 
haue as true and as good ſimples, as Galen 
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of Mithridatinm. 

mitten by the auntient autho2s,by heareſay; 
tre now ta the eye made euident and knowens 
Mherekoꝛe it is true ↄᷣ now in this age things 
are ſo exattly examined, & ſo diligently ſought 
foz, and ſo painfully cared foz: that in truth; 1 
doeſuppoſe we may make in this time Michri⸗ 
datium, in bery good perfection: and the ſims 

ples wanting, are few in number: p ſubſtitutes 
fo the ſame, by learned men ſo well conſideren 
of,q ſo aptly appointed : that we neede not (a 
greatly to doubt chereof,butmay iully expect 
th'effects attributed to the medicine, if not in 
ſolarge manner as the auncient waiters haue 
deliuered yet in uch refonable ſozte, y we may 
eſtceme of che medicine,as of apzecious tewel, 
as of a thing good againſt ſome dzie-poilons,p 
diuers internall andpeſtilentiall diſeaſes , 


Michridatium made in England 44. 
ther to bee choſen, then that which 
bronghe from Venice. andother 
| "es gun 


a Dr a . of pinion chat Theriacle g 
fithridatium map better be made in other 
—— ork — 
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mot and better ſimples are growing there 
which wee voe lacke : and that ſuch — 
— are found neither in theſe countreys, 
in England, but are procuredfrom 5 eat 
ew wel Indians, do ſooner and in better per- 
kettion come to thoſe places, then tu vs Suteh 
il things be righely weighed, this allegation 
is not true. Fo2 the partes ok Iraly, and the 
territozies about Conſtantinople. haue very 
few 02 no ſimples growing in their ſoples, 
which do not ſpꝛing in England, tequired to 
the compoſition ol Mithridatium, and mat 
are founde in England in better "perfection 
thẽ᷑ there. As namely, who doth not graunt the 
belt ſaffron to be in England, all trauclers 
mich come into England, do confeſſe that our 
ſople doth produce "bery good plantes (as 
namely Scordium) in bettet kinde than other 
tountreys: and ſome rangers do ſend into 
England often foꝛ ſome of our ſimples,which 
do go into the compoſitionof Mithridatium. 
It is alſo well knowen, that ſtr herbs 
tranſplanted hither, and ſome of ſeedes ſowen, 
doe very kindely ſpꝛing in England, which is 
1 — — 
| 2 where requilite 
make Michridatium are wanting (as not 
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/ Micbridatium. 


this Ger which doe growe here, aremoff 
dlp foxvs(fo2 natiue things are beſt aggre⸗ 
able to our conſtitutions.) S 5 whereas the 
moſt ſimples in number required to the conte 
poſition of Mithridatium, are found natural · 
iy to ſpꝛing in England: I ſee no cauſe whp 
we ſhould not beſt allow of it made heeret nei⸗ 
ther ought þ paucitie which we do lacke, to 
da vs better to eſteeme of afozrapne medi⸗ 
cine made of all fozrain things. And as I dare 
affirme that in this countrey we do lacke as 
few ſimples which go tothe making of M1. 
thridatium, as anp of the fozenamed places: ſo 
Imap iuſtly pꝛonounte; that ſuch which are 
wanting to them, and to vs alſo, may and are 
as eaſily, and in as ſhoꝛt time tranſpoꝛted to 
vs, as to them, Foz in theſe dayes, the ſpices 
and other thinges bꝛought from p Indians by 
nauigation to Liſhburn, and thence to other 
toſitreys of Europe, may as ſoone betranſpozs 
ted to vs as tu Venice. Where in times paſt 
ſuch marchandiſe were caried from the eaſt 
Indians ta Alexandria by land vpon Camels, 
that trade is now decayed, and fo þ moſt pat 
ſuch dzugges are impoxted by ſea, and þ ſhips | 
doe commonly light in ſome part of Portin- 


pal; {othat it is caſte tu lee that ouꝭ Apothe | 


' baries in England, map with as good cane - 
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good perfeetion, as the marchaſitsof Venice 
02 of Conttanrinople; Nenertheleſle if any 
thing lacking with vs. dae come to Venice:it is 
foone tranſpoꝛted thence to Antuerp (as in the 
ſpace of . dayes ) ſ᷑ ſo to bs. N herefoze I dot 
not edceaue,why any man ſhould thinke þ our 
£ Apothecaries i in England, cãnot make Mithri. 
dati in as good perfection as other coũtries 
doe: but rather we ought to adiudge 5ᷣ contra 
xy, that it made here, is in as good perfection, 
and mode agreable to our natures gconſtituti: 
ons, then þ which is cõpounded in other coun⸗ 
treps, as altogether made ot firaiige fimples, 
which haue no affinity with our bodies. And i 
we do wiih iudgement coliver how vacertaine 

wee are of the true confection, when it is done 
in places ſo farre from vs: it may make vs 
greatlytofcare.leaſt they which do cõpound þ 
medicine, hauing moꝛe care ta gaine.then tru⸗ 
ly to diſpenct þ lame, will neither make choile 
of che beſt ſimples, neither vſe diligente in the 
mixture. And if the pꝛinees of the countryes 
with carefull lawes pꝛoumde, that the confecti- 
oners ſhall doe their duticstrucly,tn compoſi- 
ding and abſeruing the things needeful to the 
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Nel the truth of che marchaunte 
. Witrans 
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| (\tranfpozting p ſame<whoſe pyofeſſion is by 

1ce bis marchanndize to gaine, x ſo nd doubt will 

an ve meanes W hops to increaſe his pꝛolite, 

(1s that we map iultly ſuſpect, that they doe ve · 

the rp ſeldome bꝛing into — e from Venice 

doe o/ Conſtantinople, any The riacle oz Mithri- 
dur datum vmmingled: x the better ſkill they baue 
rt- incheir trade, with moze arte they can ſophi⸗ 
1s Wl fticate their wares, to deteaue the iudgement 
74 ok the buyer, that J greatly doe doubt þ licle 
ons on none at all of theſe medicines are bzought 
ut true andſincere vnmixed: as hath bene tryed 
un* when ſtraungers in England haue purpoſſy 
es, examined both Theriacke and Mithridatium 
die compoundedin London, with other bꝛougbt 
me tram the ſayd countryes,'# haue gieuen pꝛaiſe 
me to that made in London: as maiſter Hughe 
vs Morgane her Maieſties Apothecary can wits 
dy res, whole confections haut bene better com- 
[Us mendedby ſtrangersʒ then any of other places. 
iſe Farther whereas of Michridatium there are 
be FF diners defcripttss , notalloflike goodnes(as = 
” I hane before declared)howcan we tell what 
fi 

be 

an 

2 

nfs 


compoſitions the confectioner followed*here* 
of marchaũt not hauing tare, can not infoꝛme 
vs:\3 we remalne vncertaine ofthe true know⸗ 
ok che medicine. not baulng knowledg ol 
s vſed in that wee buy: and as wee 
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AA diſcoarſe - 
tue bos ba aps oh remaine vntertaint of 
e medicine, And where wee haue declared 
Theriacle & Michridatium haue their times 
of fermentation, of their duraunce, and that 
after a certaine age they decline, waxc old, x 
feeble:we cannot know the time ok that which 
is fozraine made:ſo we haue vncertaine medi 
tine, and ſhall be vncertaine how long we may 
keepe the ſame. All which circumſtanees may 
be eaſly knowne, in that which is made in En- 
gland. Galen in his bookes doth not allow 
of Theriacle kept in Tinne veſlels, affirming 
that they art cozruptev with lebde, the-ceraſe 
whereof doth cozrupt þ medicine. That ſhall 
e then fap co our marchaunces , which dot 
ing Mithridatium & Theriacle from other 
tountrpes in deſſels of ledde ? doe not theſe 
medicines take of þ veſſels great coruption, 
and notwithſtanding are ſolde to the great an⸗ 
nopance of the Qucenes ſubiectsĩMherefoꝛt 
if we doe truely weigh in the ballance of rea: 
ſon, that which I baue bere written) and yet 
much moxe map in this matter be ſapd)ſurely 
. -e. that none of theſe 
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Lo odor in exxending our 

rde een eee 
— at home. And it is very lamentable fa 
consider, ) Uraungers voe daplyſend into En- 
gland a falſe & naughty kiude of Mithridati- 
um, x Threacle, in great barrelles, moze then a 
thouſand weight in a yeare, and vtter þſame 
at a lowe p2ice;fo2 iij.d. o2 iiij.d.a pound, to 
great hurt of Her Maieſties ſubtects, and ua 
male gaine to ſtraungers purſes. Therefozs 
to tanclude, A do counfell all Engliſh men ra 
ther to buy Mithridatium truly made in En- 
gland, then that which is bought from other 
toũtr yes. And here it is to be wiſhed, that our 
mol gratious Sauetaigne thereck infozmey, 
may by Her magiſtrates doe, as in olde time 
Emper oures ot Nome did, that is, byher e- 
dict take oder, that our Apothecar tes may 
with tate and diligence ſelert the ſimples, 
whtch voe go to the making of this medicine, 
that the true may bee gotten in their beſt per · 
7 . * GENE 
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r:acle in good perfection, that we mayfinde 
the creat effects and noble vertues of bee, fo 
largely delinered by che auncient wziters in 
their monuments, 


of the wertues and propertyes of 
Mithridatium. 


24? ALEN u his bookes de Auridet. 

Si doth not particulerly expzefle the 
© {4 p2opertiesofthismedicine :butge- 
4 nerally enuncech, that it doth good 
againſt all poiſons, and is ſtronge to remedy 
many inwarde diſeaſes. It doth appcare by ſõ⸗ 
y places in Galen, that Mithridatium hath 


all che vertues which T heriscle; bath, 


aud is infer io to it onlv in the curing of the 
bycing of vipers , and ſuch other venemous 
bealtes:in other things it doth excell Theria- 


cle. Then where Galen at large dilplayeth þ 


faculties t vertues of Theriacle in his bookes 
De Theriaca ad Piſonemy ad Pamphil:ani, he 
needed not articularly to ſer vowne þ pzopcrs 
widatium, Fo? it doth ſuffice fo 
looke into#.qualities x powers-of The- 


27 rie haue boch Michridatium The- 
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Of Mithridatinm, 
doe expzeſſe p ſame at large. In which bookes 
we do reade thus. 


Michridatium is next in qualitye and vertue 
to Theriacle, and doth little differ from ity 


laue that Theriacle is in temperament hoats 


ter, and ſfronger againſt þ biting of ſerpents, 
Concerning other pzoperties of Mitlridatis 
um confueſly numbzed in theſe bookes, „ 
it will not be amyſſe to reduce them to a 
methode and oder: So we may affirme 
that the effeccs and vertues of Mithridatium 
doe conſiſt in two ſpeciall points. Firſt to pꝛe⸗ 
ſerue from inſirmities, then ta cure dileaſes, 
Fo) as Galen wziteth this medicine doth uot 
onely cure affects which are tugendzed, and 
helpe to remedy poilon taken:but ved before, 
doth ſo defend, þ poiſon gieuen after ſhalldoe, 
ho harme, as happened to king Mithridates, 
when he would haue poiſoacd himſelle, Ma. 
2 vſeth e e FS 
dꝛte make his body ſtr er 
other diſeaſe hall eaſely a 8 
man conſiſteth ol hovy and ſoule, ſo Michrida · 
aun doth in both cxercite his bertues. Vis pro- 
ch bar it quickeneth he ſenſcs,, 


"A diſconrſe 
"Fertie to thele fictions,from rolle and thick 
bapours. And where oftentimes many fumes 
, by the which the animal ſpirits 
are obſcured, the vſe of Mithridatinm doth 
vilſipate, extenuate, conſunie the fame:whers 
by theſe _ facultyes e are wo 
red, and ſa a perfite mide peſerued a 
whole body. Foz Mihridatium maketh 
. Frong all parts which doe ſerue foz nutrition, 
(icreaſech naturall ht ate, openeth obſtructi- 


2 rag hen wherby the natural 
doe perfectly ant 
their functions, the ſtomacke in een de⸗ 


-fireth and vigellech alimentes, the liner ma: 
keth good and perfit blouv,anderch parte put- 
teth krom bim his excrementes in conue- 
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dae men oftentoveſper 
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de altered theconfticutionof his body, thut un 


poiſon could annope it. 
Au peſtilentiall ſeaſons, it pꝛeſerueth ſuch 


ns do vſe it: where of we haut examples, not 
baly in auncient wziters, but allo in dur dailp 
experience. 


Now concernin gs parte curatiue,though 
the ſame may be pol rai by chat which is 
already wiitten in pzcſcruatio:per tt is better 
fo: ozver lake to repeate one thing okten, chen 


to be thought inſufficient by omitting any | 
thing.Therfoze we may ſay with the olde au⸗ 


thozs(which pꝛoofe alſo coufirmeth) that Mi- 
thridarrum temepyeth diſeaſes of the minde, 


taketh away ſtraunge imaginations 8 
melancholy phantalies Arg which 


Tyis it pr. 
S 
en arriüng of the hunioze, 


aro pen TS 
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© keneth.the ſame, reduteth the bzaine]; to his 
temperament, altereth, conſumeth, x ſprudeth 
thole vapoures, and bungeth man to his na- 
turall ſtate, and when it is newe , ic induceth 
Neepe, and remedieth the furyouſnes of many 
mavmcn. 

No man neeveth to doubt of the mighty 
power of MicFridatium, in curing all kind of 
poiſons either outwardly reccaucd oz in: 
wardly taken, being to that purpole cheflp de: 
viſed,and of long time expericnced to be ther⸗ 
inofgreat fozce.Aithoughfoz the biting and 
Ting ing of venemous beaſtes, it is ſuppoſed of 
leſle might then Ther iacle: yct it is of all men 
confeſſed much ſtronger to cure poiſons, taken 
into the body by potion, oꝛ other wapſe. So bis 
might is great to hca'c all peſtilent all and 
mali diſeaſes, cureth che plage, feauers b 


which depend or naughty and malignant cau - p 
ſes, helpeth the french pocks „ the ſinall a 
7 aſels : and in all other inward U 
diſeaſes which re great, and ſuch as other ſt 
my n f 18 Mirhridatium op di 
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of Mithridatium, 


great pomne, it is not to be vſed ir tue af 


fect of little moment. 

atyerefoze it is witten that Michridatium 
cureth all infermities of the head in men, and 
women, if the ſame doe come ofa cold cauſe: 
name ly it helpeth the melancholy madueg, the 
Falilng ſicknes, p Demicrane 0? meagrame, 5 
paines in the eyelids and bzowes, the watring 
ofthe eyes, che paines of the eares, ot the teeth, 
ofthe mouth, ofthe tawes , the ſquinancp,, 


the appoplexy, the litargie, and ſuch other cold 


diſeaſes of p head: 1 in which caſes it is inwar · 
ly daonken, x alfo outwaroly applyed, ſpꝛede 
in the fozme of an emplaſtre: it comfo2teth þ 
hart, doth good in the paſſions ofthe ſame. 
It helpeth the diſeaſed ofthe bꝛeaſt, cureth 
the cough , ſhoztnes ok breath, ſpitting of 
bloud, the pleuriſp and ſtiches of che lde » the 
phthilike c other inward diſeaſes of the bzealk 
am logs. In theſe later caules,efpectally fo 
liches. it is applyev ontwardlp, ſpꝛed empla⸗ 
ſtre 8 the chough and ſuch other 
diſeaſes, it is in ed with ſome 
N red ny * e grate 
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lire to eat, termed Canina ny. c; it di. 
eth ſaperfinous,5 reſolueth e coꝛrectech cop 
rute humoꝛes:it helpeth concoctiõ, by increa- 
ung ol natural heate, cur eth euill bells, g in · 
flation of the ſtomacke: lo; it bꝛeaketh winde, 
and will nat ſuffer any thing to cozrupt in 


| ÞNomacke: it ſtayeth vomiting by ſtrengthe · 


n 
cleane krom winde, ſuperfluous, and euill 


—_— it caketh awap the abþopring of 


| 2 doth great good in all diſeaſes of the 
-Paynes in þ guts. called the Niaca paſſio, 


bludvy flix, and all other fluxes gieurn 


with the decoction ofthe flowers of the pome-. 


Granate called Balauſtia. In the colike of the 
. — eaſe the panes of 
t a popu medicine, it hath a 
tttaketh away the malig · 

— ek) wing both 
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bound. Fon it openeth the paſſages by extent 
ating that which'by grolen doth ſtoppe the 
wayts:and by making nature ſtronge,ſtaieth 
fluxes, which commonly do grow immoderate 
by weaknes.Jedltntnttherh  ſwelingo# barks 
. of ß matrix x of other parts, it doch reme- 
dy Fbar renten in women, e maketh them ter⸗ 
itt, Mirhridatit is atcoutpced a [pectall good 
Wee uit th ofthe toputs to cure 
andthe Sciatica, łoz that it dziech ſit» 

es, ereume , g ma⸗ 

2 .. gieuen, 

athe papnbeginnerb,but a 
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A diſcourſe 

DOtbe uſe of Mithridatium. 

better tu knom the vſe at Michridatt- 
um, we are to conſider the time moſt con⸗ 
nenient to gieue it, the quantity, the maner 
of 2 Fo the time, we map with Ga- 
tencounſaile to miniſter che ſame in no wyſe 
upon a full Nomacke , but alter concoct ian is 

perlit. Che vſuall time and beſt to take it,is in 
the mojning faſting, it is not ſo good to gicue 
it when the ſtomacke and firſt veines are full 
of cruve and rawe.humoures, And befoze it 
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minittreth the quantity of an haſell nut, and in 
dileaſes of lefſe fozce, vſeth the poztion of the 
beane of Egyprritis euident that the halell 
nut impoꝛt eth the greater quantity, and the 
— the leſſer So that by Galen the grea⸗ 
reſt quũtity to be gieuen ol Theriacle, is mea 
ſired by an haſell nut, and the {caſt by a beaue 
of Egypt. And the foꝛme of ſpeach which Ga 
len vſeth to expꝛeſſe theſe quantities, in me 
mdgement voth impoꝛte the bigneſſe, and nor 
the weight ol the things. Foz Galen in every 
place wziteth ad mag mmadinem fab æ ep 
ſo ad magnitullinem nucts auellane, to the mie 
chelty oz bignes ol a beane of Ægypt, the bigs 
nes ok an haſel'nut.Thich maner Alpech hath 
relation to the bignes not þ weight. TUe are 
therefoze to conſtrue Galen, that in great dis 
leaſes Theriacle is to be miniſtred, that his 
bulke may bee equall wit h the bignes of an 
baſell nut, and in other diſeaſes, of a beane of 
Egypt. Maſſarius in his booke de ponderi. 
ban reducing chele things to weight, faith that 
Taba eg ptia impoꝛteth a {ermple and a halfe, 
that is, halle a:drachinetand that nu amellana 
fignifieth aachi»e, Ao if we will by weight 
meaſure the quantities, the greateſt which is 
to begtenen of Hane . 
n 


pers, noz ſa great 4 

moꝛe lafe medicine ſo map be Ares 
ter quantity, that wer neede not be bounde ta 
an haſell nut, no; to a beane of Egypt, but 
may as cauſe ſhall require exceede both. Foz 
which cauſe che wziters-of our antidatozp 
bookes, not without reaſon doe affirme. that 
Mithridatium may bee miniſtted to foure 
Drac bine s, that is halfe an ownce. And Dura- 
2 in his cõmentarp vpon Luminare Ma- 
zus bzinging the quantity of a nut, and of a 
boars ö weight, ſaith that an halell nut lig · 
niſieth an ounce,, and þ beane of Egypt halle 
_ aſcruple,and becauſe he on popoions 
ry great,the other o 


— 2 N 


wihifter it to halfe an dunte, Mrurrthelee 
in theſe dayes wee doe berpleidome miniſter 
Mithridatium ſe latgely: foz moſt cSmonlp 
we follow the pꝛeſcript al Galen, any gieueof 

it the quantity of a beane, 02 of an haſell nut. 
Ju mcaluxe wee p2elcrtbe halſe a 4 ae any 
two ſcr ples, and in mighty diſeaſes, and v2- 
gent caules we offerre one drachineggnd vgs 
ry ſeldame doe p2ocene to a greater quantity: 
which pꝛopoꝛtions in mp judgement are moſt 
vluallpto. be kept. Pet by this pilcourſe it aps | 
pererizþ we are not ſa to be reſtrained to theſe 
quantities, but that we may upon occaſions 
gieue a greater quantity, if the patient, the 
diſeaſe, c other circumſtances dac ſo requires 
And hereby giſo it appeareth, that we cannot 
lo determine the quantity of this medicine, 
no} of any other, that the fantemay alwap be 
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m {stotake the medicine, both inhabite, x 


*- © * Fereallotherimeofyeare, Aud as Galen wil. 


teh ok Theriacle, that in the Eaſt partes q in 
hoate toũtrpes, in ſommer and hoate ſeaſons 
it is not fo be mired : ſo we may affirme 


d : : - of Nirhridativ,þ inhoare cofitryes@ ſeaſons 


we ought to reft aine frõ much geiuing of it. 
Ehercfoze when occaſion is to gitue in ſom 
mer, we mut pꝛeſcribe a leſſer quantity then 
in winter, and in the ſpꝛing time. So we may 


| * © gieuea digger quantity intheſe nozth parts, 


then in hoater countrepes. The like rcfpect 
is to be had ot the liquoꝛe in which wee gene 
it, that in hoate places & ſeaſons it be mingled 


with a cold liquoꝛ, as with water: and in cold 


tauutries and times with a whot liquoze, as 
with wpne. - 

The like conſideration is to bee hadof che 
temperament of the body, and of the age. In 
which reſpect Galen doth foꝛbid cholerike # 
hoate conſtitutions:to take .Theriacle , And 
 fuchmuſtwithmoze warineſle vſe Mithrida- 

tium, and in leſſer and mingled with 

ſome conuenient liquoze, moderate the heate 

Concerning 


— 


age,Galen both foxbid the gie · 
uing of. Theracle tochildzen,fo2 (ſaith he)the 
bo. he medicine doth 1 — 


eres rea ses es . 
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ftrength of ehild2en, and diſſolueth thetr bo» 
dies: and telleth an hiſtoꝛp of a childevefiroids 
— — 
moniſhe philicions of thele dapes, which doe 
often boldly gicue Theriacte to pcnge cyil- 
dien lor the wormes: let them cenſidet what 
war rant they haue fo to doe: it is ts be fear en 
leſt chey endaunger thereby ſo tender bodpes, 
And we are to be circumſpest in gicuing Mi. 
thridatium to childzen, and tobe very wary 
iu ß mimiſtring of tt. leſt we do harme ther in. 
And pet I do thinke we may with moze lafety 
miniſter Mbchridaciam then T heriacle, Ta 
pong men i ſuch as hane mush natural heate,, 
we map gieue this mevictne;duc neither oft#, 
no in great quantity, c in water rather then 
une. Tom ofpees which re in declining 
ae, in greater quantity, and in myne. In re⸗ 

ſpett of the diſeaſe we ars foto meaſure the 
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| * the n OG (vent 
a greater quantity: when little time is fn con- 
f coction,then leſſer quãtity ſerueth. The like 

conlideration is to be made in all theſe circũ⸗ 
ſtances of þ liquoze, in which the medicine is 
to be diſſolued, the ſame to be of a greater oz 
leſſer meaſure, accoꝛding to 5 circumſtances: 
whereof we are to ſpeake moze particularly 


in che maner ee 


Of the manner of gieuing of 
Mithridatium. 
1 55 


E ythat we doe reade in Galenin his 
| - I bookes de Theriaca and de Artiavr, 
$6. [9 vt appeareth that thauncſent-phi- 
& ſition did ſeldom oꝛ not at all gieut 
Ie — 02 Mithridatium dp; and 
not diſſalued in ſome liquoꝛ . and the reaſon 
may be, fog that they gaue it moſt commonly 
— poifon,. 02 to p2eſerue 02 = 
ſicknes, which depended of 
amalignand cauſe in which reſpect, it ſee⸗ 
r the medicine — 


7 Miehridueiun,. 


' Gatifi and Theriacle, but all other meblciard 
taken in a ſolide and dzy conſiſtence, doe tap 
in the ſtamacke longe, and ſuſtaine greater als 
teration,than when the ſame is gieuen in a lis 
quidfozme. Fo2 which cauſe when we haue in- 
tent to comfozt the ſtomacke, to help digeſtid, 
to bꝛeake wyn e in the ſtomacke and belly, 

tben it is conuenient to gieue Mithridatium 
n dꝛie ſubſtãte. When intention is to remedy 
diſeaſes in moꝛe iaward parts of the body, in 
all venimous,peſtilencia! and malignant cau⸗ 
ſes, we gieue the medicine diſſolucd with ſome 
liquoꝛe. And as we reade in Galen, that hee ve 
ſed not alway one liquoze,ſo he maketh mentt- 

on oktheſe, of water of Mulſa, that is water e 

hony, which we do cal meade oꝛ meath,of m/. 
ſum, that is wyne and hony mingled,of- acerum 
wulſum, that is wine, hony and vineger, of po- 
ſea, that is water # vineger, of certaine decoc⸗ 
tious made of hear bs, rootes, and ſerdes. And 
tt is to bee ſecne by Galens diſcour ſe, that hee 
made choiſe of the liquoꝛes by 

ofthe countrey,of the time ofthe peare, of the 

age and complexion of che patient, and of the 
nature and diſpoſition of the diſeaſe, So 4 
begaue ahoatliquoze, as wine o2 wine E 
np in told countryes and times, in ag ed men, > 
lech as were not of 2 unplextons, WP 


A diſconrſe 
ouerhoate,+ in poyfons, Cotrariwile 
in hoate regions, in ſommer time, in ſuch as 
were in che flower of their age, and had cho⸗ 
terike and hoat conſtitutions, dꝛy bodies, and 
did abound with naturall heate, in hoate 
cholerſke ſikneſles in great frauers, he made 


vs to make chotſe of a conuenient liqusze. 
wee may allo Ii arne by Galen, that as the 
rirettmſtnunces are to leave vs — — 
the quality of the liquoze, as is afoꝛt ſapde 

Sd the' diſpoſition of the difeaſe will teach 
vs to apt aconnenient liquoze in ſubſtaunce: 


- fo} it is agreavle to reaſon, that ſuch a li 


ne bor glemenp hich may-ndc only mit 
gererbequaltpof hemevcine ut ute 
uing alſo pzoperty to doe good in that diſeaſt, 
may further the action of che medicint. So by 

dd feaſon (a peſtilentiall agues, in mal · 


1 FP ; Po J | | 
* 
* s % | . 
7 . es, 
0 

of 4 nd Eo. 2. 4 =» f "7 U * * * 1 —— 

4 | | | trum 

% T F * 4 : - | 

* - 
Ty ; 2 ; 2 55 
[d by þ > 
* * 0 


Ses gsgeggsgasgsrsg sg gagre g 


of Mitbridatium. 


Dragon, oi of Carduus benedictus, & fit 
ſome like decoction, and we doe in ſich raſes 
munyttmes mingle wich þ (E2upe de<ceroſitars 
cari {yzupe aceteſas, whichthings doe nat ons 
| ly mitigate theheatcof the medicine, but alſo 
help and further his action. Jn p cough, any 
dileales of che bꝛtaſte and ſyde, wer may with 
_ Galenchooſe wine and water called ww/ſuns 
when p patient is without a feauertin a feauer 
| with water and hony called a. In ſuth 
Are ſhoꝛte breathed, it is beſt gieuen with 
| — compoiivey with ſcilla, to them which 
WW ſpicvloude,at che beginning, with water and 
honp, which we call meade, after, with water 
only, but the medicine wil be moze cffectuall.cf 
you doe bople the rootes of Comp in it. In 
diltaſes and paine of the belly, wich water. In 
ſtoppages of che lyuer, che vealem Jeaundes, 
the Dzoplic, wich an opening decoccid, as the 
decoction of the rootes of Aſara bacta. And in 
reſpect of the dꝛouth in the Dꝛopſie, it may be 
gieuen in meade. In diſcaſes ok the kidnes 
and bladder, with the becoccion of perſley, ang 
| Invicersof che kivnes, with wine and water, 
iu excoziation ot the guttes, with a decoction 
of Sumach : to thoſe which haue the falling 
licknes af they be leane, with meade, x it were 
e e ee. thus perticul 
+ Jo 5 
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Ip toruntethozongh all viſeaſes,we may tale 
uenient liquoze, and pꝛeſcribe; 


 lpappointacduenient] 
quanticy of 5 medicine, & of the liquoze,byy 
which is wzitten, and thought J haue fo} ex: 
ample ſake (log examples doe beſt teach) dis 
ſcourſed in many diſeaſes, appointing fuch li 
. quozes which Galen doth vſe and belt allowe 
of, yet I doubt not but an expert man will fo} 
the pꝛeſent caſe , diuiſe much better, by in⸗ 
dication taken of the circumſfaunces befoze 
mentioned, That a man weil weighing theſe 
thinges, map quickely knowe the crae vſe of 
Mithridatium,and ſo not errginthe miniſtra- 
tion thereok, but gieue the ſame to thegreate 
good of thoſe,which ſhall take it, and tu the ho- 
nour of God, whole goovn: ft gieueth luc⸗ 
cello to al medicines, to woꝛke health 

- where and when it pleaſeth 
bis holy wildonce 

| * 


